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LINTIE SHIRLEY, aged 
nine, a _ pupil of _ the 
Society's Hawksworth Hall 
School in Yorkshire, gets 
a big cuddle from film star 
Cary Grant.. The meeting 
took place at Leeds Air- 
port where Cary Grant 


had just flown in to attend 
@ gala charity ball at the 
Queens Hotel, Leeds. 
Lintie and a party of her 
school friends were wait- 
ing at the airport to wel- 
come Mr Grant and Roger 
Moore, Chairman of the 
Stars Organisation for 
Spastics, who had flown 
over from America to- 
gether specially for the 
occasion. 

The Duchess of Kent, 
Patron of The _ Spastics 
Society, was guest of 
honour at the ball, which 
was sponsored by Faberge, 
the international per- 
fumiers. Organisers were 
the Variety Club of Great 
Britain, Leeds Regional 


Leading lady 


Committee, in conjunction 
with the Stars Organisation 
for Spastics. 

Theme of the ball was 
the Roaring Twenties, and 
more than 350 guests paid 
£15 each to attend. Other 
show business personalities 


present included David 
Niven, Douglas  Fair- 
banks, jun, Eric More- 


cambe and Ernie Wise, 
Mike and Bernie Winters, 
Dickie Henderson, Sylvia 
Syms, Matt Munro, Alfred 
Marks, Pete Murray and 
Jack Howarth. 

Picture by courtesy of 
Bradford Telegraph and 
Argus. 


Golden day 


DESPITE torrential rain, 
Thursday November 21 was a 
golden day for 24-year-old 
John Chubb, from Gladys Hol- 
man House, Camborne, Corn- 
wall, That was the day that 
lhe went to Buckingham Palace 
to receive his Duke of Edin- 
burgh Gold Award, 


To win the award, John had 
to complete six projects, First 
he went on a_ residential 


course on sports for the physi- 
cally handicapped and able 


of success 
for John 


bodied, held in Belgium. He 
also undertook a project on 
civics, for which he attended 
council meetings, courts and 
so on. Usually the award 
involves a 50-mile hike—but 
that was obviously out of the 
question for John, Instead he 
planned a 50 mile hike which 
was later carried out by ATC 
cadets. 

For the physical fitness sec- 
tion of the award, John 
travelled four miles in an hour 
and 20 minutes, backwards in 
his wheelchair. He also threw 
a cricket ball 18 ft and took 
the weight of his body on his 
hands for 35 minutes, On top 
of all that he ran a _ local 
branch of the PHAB club for 
a year, and sat on innumerable 
committees, 

‘I think the Duke of Edin- 
burgh Award scheme is a tre- 
mendous help to handicapped 
people, he said. ‘It makes 
them more independent, and 
helps them to meet more 
people.’ 

John is pictured left with 
his mother and father, Mr and 
Mrs John and Vida Chubb, 
from Bude, Cornwall, at the 
Society’s Family Services and 
Assessment Centre, where he 
stayed when he travelled to 
London for his Award, 


| 


Economic gloom—but work 


for spastics must expand 


Chairman tells AGM: 
‘We are going ahead 


as an act of faith 


Hundreds of voluntary workers for spastics 
from all over England and Wales crowded the 
Annual General Meeting of The Spastics Society 
in London in November and heard the cheering 
news that despite the economic gloom, the 
Society is pressing ahead with a 1} million build- 
ing and re-equipment programme. 


CHAIRMAN Mr Dorrien 
Belson presents his report 
on the Society’s year and 
emphasises the need for 
even greater efforts for 


Shops hope 
for boom 
Christmas 


SPASTICS SOCIETY 
shops throughout the 
country are gearing them- 
selves up to make the 
most of the Christmas 
spending spree. 

In previous years, tak- 
ings have taken a nosedive 
over the Christmas period. 
Customers have been too 
busy stocking up for the 
festive season to browse 
over the bric-a-brac which 
most shops sell. 

This year things will be 
different. ‘We've been 
buying Christmas cards 
wholesale, said Mr John 
Tough, Head of Marketing. 
‘They'll be on sale in our 
shops for as little as 15p a 
box. Not only that, but 
we are selling shatter proof 
plastic balls for decorating 
the Christmas tree at 25p. 


And there are Advent 
calendars, jewellery and 
toys.’ 


This year it ts expected 
that the profits at Spastics 
Society shops will go up 
instead of down. 

More about the shops on 
Page 9, 


The Society’s Chairman, 
Mr Dorrien Belson, said: 
‘At this time when local 
authorities are hard-pressed 
to maintain eyen existing 
services, our work for the 
handicapped has become 
more necessary than ever. 
That is why we have taken 
this decision to go ahead 
and, as an act of faith, 
build not only for the 
spastic people of today but 
for some of the 2,000 
spastic children who are 
born every year in this 
country.’ 

He explained that some of 
the money was earmarked for 
projects that would be handed 
over to local authorities after 
completion. Such capital gifts 
had enabled statutory bodies to 
go ahead with projects that 
would otherwise have had to 
be delayed or abandoned in the 
present economic climate. 

Other necessary units were 
also being built for the 


| Society itself. These included 


a unique £230,000 Adventure 
Holiday and Field Studies 
Unit in Cornwall to cater for 
all types of handicap, and 
which had attracted a generous 
£50,000 grant from the English 
Tourist Board as well as strong 
support from the Cornish Spas- 
tics Society. Another pioneer- 
ing project was a £145,000 


| hostel at Cardiff which would 


provide specially adapted 
accommodation for severely 
handicapped married couples. 
The re-equipment  pro- 
gramme included a sum of 
approximately £100,000 for 
improvements and increased 


SEE PAGE 7 


A GATHERING of 62 Clubs members—the clubs run by 
spastics for spastics—pictured during the lunch break at 
the day-long annual meeting. From left to right, they 


are: Valerie Lang, Honorary Secretary of the Association 
of ’62 Clubs; Owen Parry, the Association’s chairman (in 
the wheelchair); Martin Pereira, vice-chairman; David 
Branch, Clubs Officer for the north; and Bill Hargreaves, 
the Society’s head of recreational activities. 


COUNCILLOR PETER RIGBY, who is a member of 
several of the Society’s committees and is a co-founder of 
the Habinteg Housing Association, is pictured with Mrs 
Joyce Smith, who was re-elected to the Society’s Execu- 
tive Council at the AGM, and made a Vice-Chairman. 


VISITORS from the Scottish Council for the Care of Spastics, Commander Cameron, 
and Mr Archie McConnochie, first and second left, talk with Mr Ken Long, managing 
director of Top Ten Promotions Ltd, and Mr Ken Pole, Director of Goodprint. Top 
Ten organises the Spastics Pool, ‘which provides a large proportion of the Society’s 

income, and there were warm tributes at the AGM from Mr Dorrien Belson, the 
Society’s Chairman, to the directors and staff for their efforts on behalf of spastic, —~ 


Alexanders 


of Stamford Limited 


MAIN FORD DEALERS 
FOR OVER 50 YEARS 
NEW FORDS IN STOCK 
USED CARS...settle for 
nothing less than 12 
months’ guarantee 


Station Road, Stamford 
Tel: 2941/4 


It pays to deal with the 
Alexander Motor Group 


Hanfell Reclamation Co. 


1062 HIGH STREET, BRIERLEY HILL, STAFFS 


We Buy 
NEWSPRINT & 
CARDBOARD 


Telephone Brierley Hill 79727 


CLARKE DEMOLITION & 
CONSTRUCTION CO LTD 


@ CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS 

e SITE CLEARANCE AND DEMOLITION 

e EARTH MOVING AND EXCAVATION 

e ROAD CONSTRUCTION LANDSCAPE 

e MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT CONTRACTORS 


103 Burrell Road, Ipswich, Suffolk. Tel 57758/9 


PRIEST JACKSON 


PRESSINGS LTD 


Specialists in 


METAL PRESSINGS 
Wish every success to this cause 


CAKEMORE ROAD 
ROWLEY REGIS - WARLEY 


Telephone : 021-559 1153 (3 lines) 


ESTABLISHED 1815 


Barzillai Hingley 
AND SONS LIMITED 
CHAIN CABLES :: TRAWLER GEAR 
ANCHORS :: SHACKLES :: SWIVELS 
SHIPPING TACKLE, ETC 


Lion Chain Works, Cradley Heath, Warley, Worcs 
Telephone Cradley Heath 69141/2 


WEST HILL 
ENGINEERING CO. 
LTD. 


Mould Makers to the Rubber and Plastics Trades 
SEVERN MILL, BRITON STREET, OLDHAM 
Tel: 061-624 6570 & 4597 


ENGINEERS LTD. 


Bath Road 
Reading 
RG3 2EX 


Telephone 
ng4a4 2 


Gilbert's 


METAL POLISHER 


SPECIALIST IN STAINLESS 
STEEL POLISHING 


BREWERY YARD, PAGANHILL LANE 
CAINCROSS, NEAR STROUD 
Telephone : Stroud 4812 


South-East Engineering 
(Romford) Ltd 


DESIGNERS AND MANUFACTURERS OF 
PRESS TOOLS, JIGS, FIXTURES 
GAUGES & SPECIAL PURPOSE MACHINERY 
SPECIALISTS IN BATCH QUANTITY 
HIGH PRECISION MACHINING 
93-95 Victoria Road, Romford, Essex. Tel 44165 (3 lines) 


Cradley Castings Ltd 


HIGH QUALITY GREY IRON AND 
ALUMINIUM CASTINGS 


Mill Street, Halesowen, West Midlands 
B63 2UB 


Telephone Cradley Heath 60601/3 


Tel. Stourbridge 5042 4129/5360 
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DEAN 
(NON FERROUS) LIMITED 
Aluminium Castings 
of Quality 
Foster Street East, Stourbridge 


Worcestershire 
A CMT COMPANY 


Telephone: Chesterfield 77411 


BIRTLEY 


ENGINEERING LIMITED 


COAL PREPARATION AND _ 
MATERIALS HANDLING ENGINEERS 


Barker Lane, Chesterfield, Derbyshire 
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Simons & Co Ltd 


UNITED FRUIT SHIPPERS LTD 


@ | 
53 LONDON FRUIT EXCHANGE, SPITALFIELDS, 
LONDON, E1 


@ 
Telephone: 01-247 9836 : Telex: London 887172 
Telegrams & Cables: FRUSHIP, LONDON E1 


With the 
Compliments of 


AMF CUNO 


AMF International Limited 
Cuno Filter Division 
Milford Road, Reading, Berks 
Tel Reading 580567 


J. E. DYSON & SON LTD 


The Glass Centre 
The Conge, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk 
Tel: Great Yarmouth 3128-4604 


YOUR GLASS AND GLAZING 
SPECIALISTS 


A Complete Glass Service 


Float — Sheet — Figured — Wired — Horticultural — Safety 


Specialised Glasses 
Double Glazed Units — Armour Clad, Cast and Float 
Armour Plate — Glass Blocks — Glass Domes — Bent Glass 


Glass Processing 
Drilling — Edge Polishing — Bevelling — Grinding 
Brilliant Cutting — Silvering — Acid Embossing 
Decorative — Sand Blasting 


Stockists of ‘Perspex’ and Engravers 


Don't Just Pity 


HELP! 


Donated with good wishes by 


COLLINS & HARMER 
PLASTICS LTD. 


Woolwich Industrial Estate 
London, S.E.28 
Telephone: 01-854 9712 
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SATURDAY, November 
9, was a day to remember 
for nine supporters of the 
Spastics Pool who left 
Heathrow Airport on Qan- 
tas Airways flight 002 for 
a holiday of a lifetime: 
Their three week holidays 
in Australia and the Far 
East were first prizes in a 
Soccer Stars Competition 
which was held earlier this 
year. 

At a special reception at 
Qantas Airways Headquarters 
in London in July they decided 


Australia here we come 


to go out together. Although 
they will be arriving in Aus- 
tralia as a party their 
itineraries differ. Margaret 
and Jim Pritchard will be 
visiting friends in Auckland, 
New Zealand; Arthur Vernon 
and Ken Thomas will be spend- 
ing a few days in Honolulu, 
Los Angeles and Acapulco on 
the way home; Bill Sutton and 
David Bardwick will also be 
visiting Honolulu and Aca- 
pulco. Anne Johnson with 
daughter Kerry Anne and son 
Renny will be spending their 
time in Sydney. 


Our picture shows, from left 
to right: Jim Pritchard, Renny, 


Arthur Vernon, Kerry Ann, 
Dayid Bardwick, Bill Sutton, 
Ann Johnson, Lyana Arm- 
strong of Qantas Airwarys, and 
Jim and Margaret Pritchard, 


The remaining first prize 
winners will be taking their 
holidays early in 1975. Some 
people get all the luck, David 
Bardwick and his wife recently 
spent a week in Tenerife, 
which was one of the 100 
second prizes in the same 
competition, 


Don't watch 
sports —take 
active part 


IN the past, physically 
handicapped people have 
often had to console them- 
selves with the role of spec- 
tator, where sports and pas- 
times are concerned. But 
now all that is changing, 
and the disabled are taking 
part in sporting activities 
more than ever before. 

A new film, produced by the 
Disabled Living Foundation, 
highlights the new competitive 
role. Entitled ‘Not Just a 
Spectator,’ it shows  handi- 
capped people taking part in a 
whole range of sporting activi- 
ties, from wheelchair dancing 
to rock climbing. 

‘The basic idea,’ said Direc- 
tor Bill Latto, ‘is to show just 
how able the disabled can be 
when they have the advantages 
of equal opportunities with 
the able bodied, in terms of 
facilities and leadership. 

‘We want to alert people 
who have something to give in 
this direction, and to inspire 
them to get weaving and do 
something to help more and 
more disabled people to take 
part in the various activities 
available to them., And at the 
same time we want to give dis- 
abled people themselves an 
idea of the very wide range of 
opportunities available.’ 

Appearing in the film are 
students from The Spastics 
Society’s Thomas  Delarue 
School, Tonbridge, Kent. It 
shows them taking part in ath- 
letic events such as throwing 
the javelin and discus, playing 
wheelchair puck hockey and 
wheelchair basket ball. 

The film makes the point that 
more and more disabled people 
want to take part in physical 
activities of all kinds. The 
main problem standing in their 
way is the lack of trained and 
willing leadership. 

‘Not Just a Spectator’ is pro- 
duced by Town and Country 
Productions Ltd. It is 35 
minutes long and has a com- 
mentary by BBC _ newscaster 
Robert Dougall. It can be 
hired or bought from Town 
and Country Productions, at 21 
Cheyne Row, Chelsea, London 
SW3 SHP. 


His long service rewarded 


MR ARTHUR HESELTINE, who joined the Teesside Spastics 
Society when it was formed in 1953 as vice-chairman, has 


resigned as chairman, a post he has held since 1950. 


Now, in 


recognition of his many years of hard-working service, he has 


been appointed a vice-president. 


The group, which started with a bank balance of £50, has built 
a treatment unit for spastic children and a work centre—projects 
which cost in the region of £50,000. Mr Heseltine comperes 
the group’s road show which, for the last 20 years, has been 


visiting pubs and clubs to raise funds. 


£272. 


A recent show raised 


They are seeking friends 


AUDREY JONES, 44, from 
Wales, would like a pen-friend, 
either male or female, of about 
the same age, Her hobbies 
are reading, TV and records, 
She would like to correspond 
with somebody who drives an 
Invacar and uses a_ type- 
writer, 

Please write to Ms Audrey 
Jones, 19 Station Road, 
Ystradgynlais, Swansea Valley. 


AN Australian Grammar 
School girl would like some 
disabled pen-friends. She is 
Helen Smith, 16, of Brisbane, 
and her hobbies are collecting 
stamps, postcards, 
planes, shells, etc. She also 
plays the flute and is interested 


in all kinds of music. She 
would like to correspond with 
boys or girls of her own age, 


model - 


by post 


telling them all about life in 
Australia, 

Please write to Miss Helen 
Smith, 2. Cherston Street, 
Chermside, 4032, Brisbane, 
Queensland, Australia. 


* * * 


RECENTLY I wrote to Spas- 
tics News asking for a tape 
correspondent for a_ blind 
young man in our club. This 
morning I received a lovely 
reply. I am now writing to 
thank you for your tremendous 
help in this matter. Thank you 
for making a blind boy happy. 


Pat C. Johnson, 

PHAB (Chesterfield) Club, 
Social Services Centre, 
Tontine Road, 
Chesterfield. 


Splashes. 
from the 


Spastics — 
Pool 


New Year 
prizes 
bonanza 


PRIZES totalling £50,000 
will be won in a New Year 
competition for all sup- 
porters of the Spastics Pool. 
The lucky first prize winner 
will receive a first class 
ticket for two to the Far 
East and Australasia. They 
will fly by the Australian 
National Airline, Qantas 
Airways, to Singapore, 
Brisbane, Wellington, 
Christchurch, Sydney and 
Bangkok. 

Ten entries will qualify 
for the fabulous second 
prizes of a 14-day holiday 
for two. The _ holiday 
starts with a cruise on the 
QE2 to New York, con- 
tinues with sight-seeing 
tours by coach to Washing- 
ton, Niagara, Toronto, 
Syracuse and finally the 
flight home from New 
York. 

And the prizes don’t end 
there. For the 100 third 
prize winners there are one- 
week holidays for two in 
Tenerife, and for those 


members who don’t win a 
holiday 
£10’s 

prizes. 


there are 1,000 
offered as fourth 


REG NICHOLLS, of Wickwar, near Yate, did not object 
when the Jackson Electrics Dinner and Dance was inter 
rupted for a presentation. And no wonder, as he was on 
the receiving end of a cheque for £2,503.49. Our picture 
shows Reg on the left with, centre, Mrs Mary Smith, area 
supervisor GO2, and collector Ted Walters. 


BOB LANGLEY, South-West Regional Manager for Top 
Ten Promotions, hands over the keys of a new Vauxhall 
Viva to Mr A. Liddell, of Plymouth. Arthur qualified 
for his prize in a recent Charm Girl Competition for sup- 


porters of the Spastics Pool. Also pictured is Mr Roy 
Dingle, the Manager of Allens Garage. 


MR ANTHONY KINSLEY, of Lynnacus Street, Hull, receives a cheque for £7,516.47p 
from the Lord Mayor of Hull, Councillor Laurie Johnson at the Granada Club. Our 
picture shows, from left to right, the Lord Mayor handing the cheque to Pamela and 


Tony Kinsley with, on the right, the Lady Mayoress. 


HAND PROPELLED DOODLE-BUGS 


So different, so much fun, so useful. By pulling the two hand levers 
the Doodle-Bug and Mini-Bug can be propelled forward, gradually turn 


left or right, pivot and reverse. 
For the very young to adults. 
Fun for all ages and exercise, 


too, 


Enquiries to? 


BYRDS 


Tel Ashton-under-Hill 297, 
Near Evesham, Worcestershire. 


. 


ry 


- Generous 
boys win 


colour tv 


DURING the past year, boys 
at the Rivermead School, King- 
ston-upon-Thames, have raised 
about £1,200 for the North 
Surrey Spastics Group. And 
their efforts won them first 
prize in the Southern Region 
Section of The  Spastics 
Society’s Schools Competition. 

Their prize was a colour 
television set, together with 
£50 worth of books. 

Since the school opened 11 
years ago it has raised about 
£1,000 annually for the North 
Surrey Group. The money 
goes towards the Spastics Work 
Centre in Kingston, which pro- 
vides jobs for about 55 handi- 
capped men and women, 


Southampton’s 


benefactor dies 
‘THE death has occurred of Mr 
Charles Knott, a generous 
benefactor of the Southamp- 
ton and District Spastics Asso- 
ciation. 

Mr Knott, who was Sports 
Promoter of the Southampton 
Sports Stadium, had supported 
the group since 1954 when a 
new day centre was planned to 
replace a small play therapy 
group run by voluntary 
workers on two days a week. 
Mr Knott gave a building site 
for the new centre and helped 
faise money towards the con- 
struction. Later, he gave more 
land for the addition of a 
treatment room, and helped 
once more with financial aid 
when the building was almost 
destroyed by fire in 1959. 
Afterwards, when the land on 
which the centre stood had 
been acquired by Top Rank, 
Mr Knott helped this organisa- 
tion to finance the rebuilding 
of the centre on a nearby site. 


THE sheltered workshop 
run by the Monmouthshire 
Spastics Society has been 


presented with a £2,500 
mini-bus, thanks to a joint 
effort by six fund-raising 
groups in Cwmbran. 
These were the pupils of 


REMPLOY, the company 
set up to provide jobs for 
disabled people, is planning 
a £5 million expansion pro- 
gramme between now and 
1978, despite restrictions on 
capital expenditure. 

This was announced by the 
company’s Chairman, Mr D. 
H. Carter, at Remploy’s 
Annual General Meeting in 
London in November. He 
said the expansion programme 
would include replacement 
factories and extensions to 
existing ones. 

During the year under 
review, two new factories had 
been completed, one in Wales 
and the other in Scotland. 
These would provide jobs for 
140 disabled people. 

Mr Carter said that by the 


THE HOME WRECKERS 


WOODWORM — WET ROT — DRY ROT — 
RISING AND PENETRATING DAMP — STOP 


THEM NOW! .., CALL 


Peter Piper (Preservation) Ltd 


Peter Piper offers you prompt service backed by a 20-year guarantee. 
Our team of highly trained surveyors and operators are waiting to 
save your home. Remember—delay can lower the price of your house 


Free Inspection/Estimate ¢ 


: Joint buys | workshop bus 


Croesyceilog School, Cwy- 
bran Ladies Circle, Round 
Table, Inner Wheel, Ponty- 
pool and Cwmbran Lions 
Club and Rotary. 

Picture shows Mrs C. E. 
Williams, Chairman of the 
Monmouthshire _Spastics 


programme 


1977-1978 financial year, Rem- 
ploy expected to employ 8,900 
disabled people. During the 
past year the company had 
employed on average 7,990 
people, and this had meant 
recruiting and training 1,545 
disabled employees. 

Sales had topped the 


£16,000,000 mark at the end 
of the year under review, an 
increase of £2 million over the 
previous year. And this was 
despite the three-day working 
week which resulted in a loss 
of production of nearly 
£750,000. 

Mr Carter said the power 


WYKAMOL 


Timber and Bulking Preservation 


Extended Credit Facilities 


143 MILLBROOK ROAD, SOUTHAMPTON, HANTS CS01 0HZ 
Telephone Southampton 26076 


CATMUR 


Can 


Supply 


MOORE JIG BORERS 


NOVA GRINDERS 


i i SE 


DIVIDING HEADS 


Works Office and Showroom 


CATMUR MACHINE TOOL CORPORATION LTD 
THE TRINITY ESTATE, SITTINGBOURNE, KENT 
Telephone: Sittingbourne 5151 — Telex: 96300 


BRIDGEPORT MILLING MACHINES 
OERLIKON-HISPANO LATHES 
TRIPET PRECISION GRINDERS 
IMAMI AUTO TURRET LATHES 


MOORE-CATMUR JIG GRINDERS 


PRODUCTO PROFILERS 
STEINEL MULTI-SPINDLE DRILLING 


AND TAPPING MACHINES 


VAN NORMAN MILLERS 
WALTER ROTARY TABLES AND 


ne nnsna nn dticinInnRInS=cieseetenmnennetereemeneermeeeeeentnennseeineimeneen temmeteneeseementeesmeneneeententetiaieemenetensneeeemmnenedeemenennttieemenenmmmmemnemenianetemm stains dmeetmnetaaemnentiacaeaecmmaemaaaat ana 


Society, in the driver’s seat 
of the bus. Handing her 
the keys is Margaret 
Wixcey, head girl of 
Croesyceilog School, 
watched by representatives 
of the other organisations 
concerned. 


ee 


Remploy plans £5million expansion 


crisis coupled with inflation 
had led to an _ excess of 


expenditure over income of 
£6,913,000. ‘Taking into 
account the flowback of 


£7,400,000 of revenue to the 
National Exchequer resulting 
from Remploy’s operations, it 
can be said that the company 
provided a social service for 
our 8,000 disabled employees 
at no cost to the country,’ he 
Said, 


WILTEX 


PRODUCTS 
LIMITED 


Minister 


of new benefits 


for disabled 


MR ALFRED MORRIS, the Minister for the Disabled, 
spoke of the Government’s plans for helping disabled 
people in a speech at Margate in November. Speaking at 
Westbrook Day Hospital, where he opened a unit for the 
younger disabled, Mr Morris said the Government 
planned to help the disabled in three ways—with new 
benefits specially for them, by extending existing benefits 
to cover the disabled and by the general improvement of 
all social security benefits in which chronically sick and 


disabled people could share. 


Mr Morris said, ‘The 
Government proposes to 
introduce four new bene- 
fits. The first—the non- 
contributory invalidity pen- 
sion—is the first-ever basic 
non-contributory mainten- 
ance benefit for people of 
working age. The benefit 
will be given without any 
means-test and will bring 
the congenitally handi- 
capped who have never 
worked into the main- 
stream of benefits. 

‘The new invalid care allow- 
ance is the first tangible recog- 
nition by any Government of 
the hardship of those who 
sacrifice career, marriage pros- 
pects and, in many cases, their 
private life in order to care for 
a very severely disabled rela- 
tive. 

Up to 100,000 extra dis- 
abled people will benefit from 
the new mobility allowance, a 
radically new approach to 


mobility problems. For the 
first time, the needs of the dis- 
abled person who is too badly 
handicapped to drive his own 
car are taken into account. [ 
am especially pleased that the 
mobility needs of severely dis- 
abled children are now recog- 
nised and will be met. 

‘The housewife’s invalidity 
pension, which it is planned 
to introduce later, will end the 
long-standing exclusion from 
basic cover of the severely 
disabled housewife unable to 
do her housework. This new 
benefit will be of real import- 
ance not only to the disabled 
housewife but to her family 
as a whole, 

‘The Government’s proposals 
also include the £10 Christ- 
mas bonus and the introduc- 
tion of the new  earnings- 
related pension scheme. For 
the first time, this year’s Christ- 
mas bonus is to be extended to 
cover invadility pensioners and 
other groups of sick and dis« 
abled people.’ 


Finishers of Plastic Components to the Trade, Hand and Auto Guyson 


Drilling and Tapping Assembly etc 


Manufacturers of Helical PYC Power Cables, Cable Forms and Harnesses 


Works : WILTEX PRODUCTS LIMITED 


29 PORCHESTER ROAD, NOTTINGHAM NG3 6jH. Telephone Nottingham 54758 
And 111 ROMAN BANK, SKEGNESS. Telephone Skegness 4051 


MOBILITY FOR THE DISABLED! 


WE SPECIALISE IN PRODUCING VEHICLES FOR 
TRANSPORTING THE INCAPACITATED 


ELECTRIC HYDRAULIC LIFT 
FOR WELFARE YEHICLE 


In addition we also 
produce a wide range 


J of Ancillary Equipment 


for aiding the comfort 
and welfare of the 
disabled 


‘ 


PORTABLE WHEELCHAIR 
RAMPS 


ROOTES MAIDSTONE LIMITED 


MILL STREET, MAIDSTONE, KENT ME15 6YD 
Telephone: Maidstone 53333. Telex: 96230 


#AAIN DEALER CHRYSLER 


UNITED KINGDOM 


RENOVATORS (Manchester) LTD 


16-18 MIDLAND STREET, ARDWICK 


MANCHESTER 61-273 4811 
@ 


INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL 
CLEANING SPECIALISTS OF REPUTE 


Telephone 


OFFICE AND WINDOW CLEANING 
PAINTING AND DECORATING 
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Scottish 
industry 


thanked 


for work 
centre aid 


WARM tribute to industry 
for the help given to the 
cause of spastics was paid 
by Mr J. C. M. Cormie, 
Chairman of the Western 
Region Management Com- 
mittee of the Scottish 
Council for the Care of 
Spastics, speaking at the 
official opening on Novem- 
ber 4 of the new Spastics 
Work Centre at Hillington, 
Glasgow. 


‘Without the help of 
industry it would not be 
possible to provide work 
and training on this scale, 
and our thanks are due 
particularly to all those 
firms who have helped with 
orders and sub-contract 
work,’ he said. 

The occasion, continued Mr 
Cormie, was the culmination 
of an experiment which started 
11 years ago with seven handi- 
capped people to provide some 
form of employment and ex- 
perience of factory conditions, 
The new premises were a great 
improvement on the old and 
went a long way to raise the 
phychological well-being of 
the handicapped. There were 
now 108 workers employed 
with capacity for 150 avail- 


able. The Council was most 
grateful to the local authorities 
and others for their assistance 
in making the moye, 

The opening ceremony was 
performed by Provost A. W: 
Driver, of Renfrew, who said 
that while the burgh, which 
had been in existence since 
1396, would vanish next year, 
he looked forward to the new 
local authority carrying on and 
helping to look after men and 
women such as were employed 
at Hillington; 

‘I am amazed at the work 
that is going on here—and the 
speed at which it is being 
carried out,’ he commented. 

Thanking the Provost, Mr 
Archie McConnochie, Chair- 
man of the Scottish Council 
for the Care of Spastics, paid 


tribute also to Mr W. B. 
Houston, Secretary of the 
Council, whose idea it had 


been to start a work centre; 
and Mr William Balfour; 
supervisor of the centre, whose 


DOSCO OVERSEAS 


ENGINEERING LTD 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


TUNNELLING & MINING 
MACHINES 


Head Office: 

Planar House, 

Walton Street, 
Aylesbury, Bucks 


Tel: Aylesbury 8103] 


Works and Stores: 
Ollerton Road, 
Tuxford, Nr Newark, 
Notts. 


Tel: Tuxford 870621 


A HAWKER SIDDELEY COMPANY 


oad GET ALL ROUND ‘CLOUDSOFT‘ COMFORT 


DELAPENA 


AND FIRM ARM SUPPORT WITH THE UNIQUE 


RELAXO NAIR 


‘BACKREST 


SCIENTIFICALLY DESIGNED 
AND MEDICALLY APPROVED 


INFLATABLE 


ARNIGHAIR 


Supplied to hospitals, etc; 
Inflates to individual need, 
rigid or medium support or 
cloudsoft comfort. Back and 
sides inflate separately to 
desired pressure, counter. 
balancing action ensures 
support in all positions: Vinyl- 
hygienic, stain resistant, Folds 
flat; For bed, chair, car. In 
red, black, light tan, blue or 
stone, £5. a each, post paid, 
Dept SN, 
Dorpree Products 
18 Royal Arcade, Cardiff 


Specialist Engineers in Precision Honing Equipment 
HONING MACHINES—TOOLING—ABRASIYES—GRINDING WHEELS 
DELAPENA HONING EQUIPMENT LTD 
PO BOX 6, TEWKESBURY ROAD, CHELTENHAM, TELEPHONE 56341 


__A subsidiary of the David Brown Corporation 


ideas and imagination were 


responsible for many of the 
gadgets and machinery used. 

Mr McConnochie stressed 
that despite great financial 
problems, the Council was 
determined to go ahead with its 
programme of development 
including not only Hillington, 
but the new Trinity Work 
Centre in Edinburgh, the 
Upper Springlands residential 
project in Perth, and the 
replacement of Westlands 
Hostel, Paisley, with new and 
larger premises at Arskine New 
Town. Scots were known for 
their generosity and he was 
sure they would not fail to help 
in providing these essential 
projects. 

The new Hillington Centre 
covers 16,000 sq ft compared 
with 10,000 sq ft before, and in 
addition to the work areas has 
a superbly-equipped canteen 
and other amenities for the 
workers, 


SEEN with some of the 
girls at Hillington during a 
tour of the new Work 
Centre are, left to right: Mr 
Archie McConnochie, 
Chairman, Scottish Council 
for the Care of Spastics; 


Mr J. C, M. Cormie, Chair- | 


man, 
Management Committee 
of the Council; Provost A. 
W. Driver, of Renfrew; and 
Mr William Balfour, super- 
visor. 


children hele 


SCHOOLCHILDREN 
tine and Colin White of Bar- 
row-in-Furness, have raised a 
total of £130 during the past 
few years for Barrow and Dis- 


Children’s Association. Their 


latest effort was a jumble sale | 


which raised £12.60, 


Western Region | 
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Voluntary effort 


tradition. 


Society. 

Among the topics to be 
discussed will be starting 
up a_ voluntary agency; 
keeping existing agencies 
alive and maintaining their 
vitality; dealing with the 
media; production of jour- 
nals; raising money; 
making films; day-to-day 
organisation; money mat- 
ters, and by no means least 
influencing the powers that 
be. 

Said Mrs Anita Loring, 
who is organising the seminar, 
‘We get so many inquiries 
from people who want to start 
up a voluntary organisation 
that we thought we should do 
something about it. 

| think this particular 
seminar will be of special use 


| to people from developing 


| countries, 
Chris- | 


where the forma- 
tion of voluntary societies is 
still something new. But it 
will also help those from 
societies which have been run- 


| ning for some time, and who 
trict Spastic and Handicapped | 


want to inject new vitality into 
their organisations.’ 

The annual Oxford confer- 
ence is attended by delegates 


AY A 


LOOSE LEAF 
SPECIALISTS 


Whitecable Whitecable Limited 


Wilson Road, Huyton, Near Liverpool 
Telephone: 051-489 4406 
Telegrams: ‘WICAB’ L’pool 


The name that 
means the best in 
New and Used Cars 


Hendy-Lennox 
(Cosham) Limited 


Truck Specialist Dealers 
Main Ford Dealers 


Oa 


Southampton Road, Cosham, Portsmouth 
Hants. Tel Cosham 70944—10 lines 


MIX WITH 


BRITVIC 


IT’S A WHOLE 
NEW STYLE 


Ring Fareham 85841 


Society’s Seminar deals with an educational subject. 
next year it will examine the mechanics of setting up and 
running a voluntary organisation such as The Spastics 


will be theme 


at Oxford 


NEXT year’s Oxford conference will see a break with 
Usually the International Cerebral Palsy 


But 


from many different countries; 
and last year 20 nations were 
represented. It will be held 


between April 8 and 12 at 
University College, Oxford. 


FOR SALE 
Hoyer Travel Lifter 


Latest, easily dismantled, 
store car boot, adjustable 
narrow doorways. 


Cost £131, will accept 
£90, 


Tel: Cirencester 3769. 


CARDIAC 
RECORDERS 
LTD 


Manufacturers and 
Suppliers of 
Electro-Medical 
Apparatus 


Head Office — Sales and 
Production: 
34 Scarborough Road, London 
L 


N4 4LU 
Telephone 01-272 9212 (6 lines) 


Midlands : 
509 Chesterfield Road, Sheffield 
Telephone 0742 53442 


Scotland : 
21 Heather Grove, 
Dunfermline, Fife 
Telephone 0383 27969 


50ft Road 


Ss 


e-. first name in progress 


CHIVERS 


BUILDING & CIVIL 
ENGINEERING ! 
Head Office: Devizes 2121 
London . Reading . Romsey 


Spencer (Contractors) Limited, Cheltenham 

Read & Partners Ltd (Electrical Contractors), London 
Specialist Joinery Manufacturers 

Team Projects, Design and Construct Division 


HUTCHINSON ESTATE 
& DOCK COMPANY 
(WIDNES) LIMITED 


Industrial Sites available 
Warehousing facilities 


Weighbridge 


PRESCOTT & HUTCHINSON LIMITED 


Flat Haulage ® Tippers ® Loading Shovels 


WEST BANK DOCK ESTATE, WIDNES 
Telephone : 051-424 2241/2 : 
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The Society Is holding its own 


Optimism— 
but income 
must be 
increased 


HOW does the Society 
stand financially at the 
time of Britain’s eco- 
nomic crisis? Mr John 
Grenier, The Spastics 
Society's honorary 
treasurer, knew that 
that was the question 
in the minds of dele- 
gates to the annual 
general meeting, and 
he supplied the opti- 
mistic answer—in spite 
of everything the 
Society is holding its 
own. 

He said: ‘We have man- 
aged to hold our position 
but that position is going to 
be under continual assault 
from the three directions 
from which we have been 
attacked in the past year— 
inflation increasing our 
costs by a considerable pro- 
portion, diminution in the 
growth of our income 
because of the pinch which 
is being felt by individuals 
and by organisations every- 
where, and by the fall in 
the value of investments 
which form a great part of 
the base of the Society’s 
resources and reserves.’ 


Marginal 


The marginal increase in 
income to the Society has been 
quite insufficient to offset the 
decline in the value of money, 
said Mr Grenier, nor had it 
kept pace‘ with the increasing 
need for funds to support the 
developing work of _ the 
Society. ‘More and more 
people every year are looking 
to the Society for help, and the 
success of our studies and 
research continually opens up 
mew ways in which our help 
can be made more effective,’ he 
said. ‘To see the work of the 
Society growing in value and 
benefit to handicapped people, 
in the present conditions, it is 
absolutely of the first import- 
ance to increase our income by 
every means we can discover.’ 


Mr Grenier said that the 
management of its investments 
was a central feature of the 
Society’s financial stability. In 
the present great uncertainty in 
the stock market and _ insta- 


bility in prices it was thought 
prudent to write down the 
value of the Society’s invest- 


THE Midlands Region was well represented at the annual general meeting, 


= oe 2: gat 
THE news that everyone wanted to h 


3 
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3S Seen Se Se 
ear— how did the Society stand financially? Giving 


the news is Mr John Grenier, the Society’s Honorary Treasurer, who was re-elected 
both to the Executive Council and the position of Hon Treasurer on the day of the 
AGM. Sitting at the ‘top table’ at the meet ing listening to Mr Grenier are, from left to 
right, Mr James Loring, the Society’s Director; Mr Alex Moira, Vice-chairman: Mr 
Dorien Belson, Chairman; and Mr Tony Diamond, Secretary. 


ments to what was considered 
to be their negotiable value. 


As a result the ‘rather 
drastic’ step had-been taken of 
writing off £13 million from 
the book value of investments 
in order to give a more 
realistic picture of the current 
financial position. 


He said that the real prob- 
lem faced by the Society’s 
financial advisers was to 
attempt to provide the financial 
muscle out of which wider and 
more enterprising work can be 
undertaken by the Society. The 
needs of handicapped people 
are the yardstick by which 
we had to measure our efforts. 


‘Our income from appeals, 
donations and the SOS rose by 
£155,000. However, our 
expenditure rose by £281,000. 
The fees and grants we receive 
from various authorities rose 
by £300,000: the depreciation 
and running costs of the 
schools and centres they are 
meant to cover; rose by 
£323,000. 

‘Fortunately for us and for 
the people it is our duty to 
look after, all the political 
parties committed themselves 
in their election manifestoes to 
increasing the responsibility 
of governments for the welfare 
of the handicapped and the dis- 
abled. It is very much in the 
spirit of the times that the 
work we have been pioneering 
for 20 years and more should 
now be increasingly recognised 
as a duty which the whole 
nation owes to its handicapped, 
disabled and generally less 
fortunate members. 


Payment 


“What we clearly have to do 
is to press, as forcibly as pos- 
sible, for a more generous level 
of payment for the services we 
provide in all parts of the 
country—for a general review 
of the system which will make 
it possible for the various local 
authorities to pay fees which 
represent the total costs of the 
facilities, the skilled people 
and the research and develop- 
ment costs of all the treat- 


ment systems, remedial equip- 
ment and creative therapy we 
have been working on. We 
have to emphasise that it is our 
income which has been used, 
over the years, to provide 
nearly all the buildings, the 
material and the know-how— 
that our Society’s resources are 
still being used for these pur- 
poses and there is serious risk 
of them being eroded or 
eliminated. 

‘For a good many years, the 
funds we have been able to 
draw on have been used to 
support work which would 
have drained away the 
resources of local councils—or 
have been left unsupported.’ 

Mr Grenier declared that it 
was now up to the Society to 
agitate for more national help 


for the disabled and to say | 


where it should be applied. 


New concepts 


He went on: ‘It is inevitable 
that our pioneering work 
should generate an increasing 
demand for funds—new hous- 
ing projects, concepts envisag- 
ing the needs of spastic adults 
who were children when our 
work began, more specialised 
and demanding work in the 
case of people who have other 
severe handicaps in addition to 
spasticity. We cannot possibly 
look with satisfaction on the 
progress of our work unless we 
explore every practicable direc- 
tion in which we discover what 
help can be given. 

‘For this reason, we must 
campaign relentlessly for 
government to assume the costs 
of the care which it is admitted 
that it is government’s busi- 
ness to provide. We must also 
campaign, more relentlessly, 
for the. grant of government 
funds to explore and service 
the avenues of research which 
will be devoted to the future 
needs of handicapped people— 
without eating into the funds 


we have saved as the assurance | 
of our ability to look after, | 


as well as we can, the necessi- 
ties of the spastic community 
in this country.’ 


and here 


is a gathering of its local group members with, standing at the back, the chairman of 
their Regional Co-ordinating Committee, Mr Frank Wright. 


| 


/ 


Mr Grenier concluded: ‘We 
are very glad to be able to tell 
you that, in spite of the really 
exceptional financial difficul- 
ties, we are still holding our 
own: but the value of our 
reserves may decline still more 
and our income may contract 
in the future whereas the un- 
fulfilled needs of spastics grow 
and become more _ urgent. 
Greater support from _ the 
government is vital and we 
must make absolutely sure that 
it is forthcoming.’ 


) 
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Groups are told: — 
Invest your money 


IN the very week of the 
AGM, Mr R. G. Brooks, 
the Society’s Director of 
Finance, saw a_ set of 
accounts from a_ local 
group which had £600 in 
its current account, when a 
working balance of £100 
would have been perfectly 
adequate. ‘On average 
throughout the year this 
group could have put £400 
in the Group Investment 
Scheme which would have 
produced an income of £45 
which is half the amount 
it collected on its flag day,’ 
said Mr Brooks. ‘When 
you think of the fantastic 
personal effort which goes 
into a flag day, it seems 
such a great pity that this 
interest is lost to the bank.’ 

Because of these facts, Mr 
Brooks devoted his address at 
the AGM to explaining to dele- 
gates the benefits of the Invest- 
ment Scheme which was set up 
in 1969. Through it the Society 
centrally invests money for 
affiliated local groups on more 
remunerative terms than they 
could obtain individually. 

He said: “The maximum 
deposit interest which banks 
can currently pay on deposits 
of less than £10,000 is 93 per 
cent, but obviously if the 


A thank you for long 
and devoted service 


MR REG CUMPLEN, the man who has won so many 
friends during his years as Secretary of The Spastics 
Society, received a deafening ovation from delegates at the 
AGM when he was presented with a retirement gift by 


the Society’s Chairman, Mr Dorrien Belson. 


Delegates 


showed by their applause how much they had appreciated 
the hard work and unfailing good humour of Reg 
Cumplen—and how much they would miss him in the 


years to come. 


MR REG CUMPLEN joined 
the infant Spastics Society in 
1954 as a collection box placer. 
Now he is retiring as its Secre- 
tary, a position _he has held 
since 1959, and the London 
AGM of the Society in Novem- 
ber was the appropriate occa- 
sion chosen for his farewell 
presentation. 


Mr Dorrien Belson, the 
Society’s Chairman, said it was 
a sad task to say au revoir to 


Mr Cumplen, but a pleasure 
to express the thanks of the 
Society and to wish him a long 
and happy retirement. Present- 
ing Mr Cumplen with .a car- 
riage clock and a stainless 
steel teaset, Mr Belson said the 
gifts were-a gesture of the 
Society’s appreciation for his 
long and devoted service. 

His words were immediately 
echoed by a local group mem- 


ber at the meeting who said 
that Mr Cumplen would be 


very much missed for his help | 


and good advice to volunteers. 
‘Reg Cumplen has been a 
friend to every group,’ he said. 

In his reply of thanks, Mr 
Cumplen said he was very 
pleased that the presentation 
had taken place at the AGM 
when so many friends were 
able to be present. Recalling 
‘absent friends,’ he spoke of his 
esteem for the late Dr C. P, 
Stevens, who had been Direc- 
tor of the Society until his 
death, and said he was glad 
that Mrs Stevens was present 
at the meeting. Mr Cumplen 
said he had enjoyed his 20 
years with the Society, particu- 
Jarly the exciting early years. 
He wished every success to the 
Society, and to his successor as 


| capital 


wisel 


THE Society’s Director of 
Finance, Mr R. G. Brooks, 
tells delegats of the benefits 
of the Group Investment 
Scheme. 


Society merges these smaller 
amounts with its own deposits, 
then higher rates’ can be 
earned. The Society is cur- 
rently offering under its Group 


Investment Scheme 10; per 
cent. This is 14 per cent more 
than for Bank Deposits of less 
than £10,000 or an increase in 
income of over 13 per cent. 


‘Some Groups are not using 
this service to the maximum 
and I would recommend that 
all of us who are responsible 
for the investment of surplus 
funds should check that all of 
our funds which are not 
required for one month are 
earning at least what the 
Group Investment Scheme 
pays. 

‘Those of you who are mem- 
bers of the Scheme will know 
that interest is paid half- 
yearly as soon as the calcu- 
lations can be made, and over 
the last two years we have 
been able to pay each half 
year 8 per cent, 10 per cent, 134 
per cent and 11 per cent, which 
is far greater than the amount 
which can be earned on normal 
bank deposits. After our all 
time high of 13} per cent our 
interest rates have fallen, but 
so have all the others. 


The Scheme 


‘Since 85 per cent of the 
scheme is on monthly deposit 
all the rates I refer to are 
monthly. The scheme pays 
+ per cent less for money on 
seven-day demand since this 
obviously reduces our earning 
capacity.’ 

Mr Brooks declared that the 
scheme offered three advant- 
ages—security of capital, a 
reasonable rate of interest, and 
available when re- 
quired. He appealed to repre- 
sentatives of local groups 
attending the meeting to dis- 
cuss the scheme with their 
treasurers and executive com- 
mittees so that the benefit of 
the additional interest avail- 
able was not lost to spastics; 


a) 


Sweet Charity 


THERE was a sweet surprise 
for delegates to the AGM. 
the largest confec- 
manufacturers im 
Europe, sent hundreds of its 
luxurious Mon Cheri cherry 
liquer chocolates to the meet- 
ing aS a gesture of goodwill to 
the Society, and in admiration 


Ferrero, 
tionery 


Secretary, Mr Tony Diamond. | for its voluntary workers. 


a 


DECEMBER 1974 


WHAT is the Society doing, and how doesit spend its money? These were some of the 


questions answered in an informative exhibi 
at the AGM. The closed circuit T 


of the Society’s latest films. 
—— 


“to which we are all committed 

—whether voluntary workers 
all over the country or staff 
employed by the Society—are 
not 
they may get 
Society but with what they can 
put into it. 
were to prevail 
British industry I venture to 
suggest 
crisis would disappear almost 
overnight. 


committing projected income 
against present requirements, 


tained over 50 schools and 


more to its crippling mainten- 


‘capped child ‘or 


voluntarily maintained schools 
and centres, ; 


Must accept the need for in- 


gratitude of the Society to Mr 
Chairmanship shortly after the 
Executive Council. 


who 
Vice-Chairman, and Mrs D. 


Council. 


that 
groups all over the country 
had taken the trouble to come 
‘to London to attend the meet- 
ing, and added, ‘I need hardly 
say 
success of the Society is largely 
dependent on this vast volun- 
tary effort.’ 


concluded: 


times, which could possibly 
get worse, the future prosperity 
of the Society 
depend, to some extent anyway, 
on our success in achieving 
various economies; our success 
in raising more money and 
making the best possible use 
of it; and, most important of 
all, our success in working 
still more closely together. Far 
more important than money 
are people; and luckily the 
Society ae 
people of a calibre whose joint 
efforts will succeed in over- 
coming our present difficulties,’ 


Chairman's 
address 


FROM FRONT PAGE 


fire precautions at existing 
schools and centres. 

But, warned Mr Belson, the 
need to do more rather than 
less during this critical period 
of inflation, meant that The 
Spastics Society was heavily 


The Society already main- 


centres at an annual deficit on 
running costs of over £700,000. 
Each new centre added still 


ance burdens. Local authori- 
ties would have to accept, 
therefore, that they must make 
a larger contribution towards 
the cost of keeping a handi- 
adult. at 


And, he said, the public, too, 


creased donations to voluntary 
bodies to help combat the dire 
effects of inflation. 

Mr Belson was sure they 
would respond _ because he 
believed that ‘the British are 
among the most generous and 
caring people in’ the world? 

Mr _ Belson’ opened his 
address by expressing the 


William Burn, who gave up the 


last AGM, but remains on the 


He also 
thanked Mr H. W. Palmer, 
resigned in April as 


M. Pennicott retiring after 
three years on the Executive 


He said it was encouraging 
so many people from 


that the whole future 


The Chairman’s address 


‘Those who help in the work 


preoccupied with what 
out of the 


If this same spirit 
throughout 
economic 


that our 


‘In these very troubled 


is going to 


is not lacking in 


tion which greeted delegates as they arrived 
V screen in the centre of the display is showing one | 


New techniques of 
fund-raising 


A TAPE recorded address 
enlivened by projected 
photographs and humorous 
drawings in colour were 
the innovations chosen by 
Mr R. A. Norton, the 
Societys Director of 
Appeals and Information 
to demonstrate the work of 


his division to delegates at 
the AGM 


Reginald Norton 


The brief of the Division, 
he said, was to ensure maxi- 
mum income to the Society 


from all appeals and shop 
activities, and to initiate new 
techniques of fund-raising. On 
the information side it was to 
ensure that the public was 
constantly aware of the work 
of the Society. 

He said: ‘How can we 
measure the value to the 
Society of the work of the 
Information Department when 
in every sense that value is 
immeasurable? If we have to 
take one, and probably quite 
inadequate, yardstick, it would 
be that in terms of column 
inches of newspaper and maga- 
zine space, in terms of minutes 
of radio time and television 
showings devoted to the work 
done by the Society and local 
groups throughout the country 
during the past 12 months, we 
would estimate that if that 
space and time had to be pur- 
chased—and as many of you 
will know, space on many of 
the radio and television chan- 
nels cannot be purchased—the 
cost to the Society would have 
been in excess of £200,000.’ 

Detailing the work of the 
Appeals Projects department, 
Mr Norton said this was res- 
ponsible for mailing more than 
four million appeals for funds 
every year to private indi- 
viduals and commercial and 
industrial organisations. The 
income from the mailings was 
constantly increasing, and new 
techniques were expected to 
bring even further success. 
Other ‘potent and intriguing’ 
fund raisers from the depart- 
ment were the billiards exhj- 


ae 


bitions and the pigeon auction. 

Turning to Capital 
paigns, Mr Norton gave as an 
example of results possible 
from such professional and co- 


ordinated campaigns, the Lan- 


livery project in Cornwall for 
which, over a period of one 
year, £90,000 had been raised. 

“We must ask ourselves how 
many other projects and how 
many other £90,000’s are wait- 
ing for us across England?’ he 
declared. 

Another facet of the Divi- 


Cam- 


sion’s work was the co-ordina- 


tion of the Local Appeals 


Officers and their fund-raising | 


activities in the regions, and 
the Boxes and Beacons appeals. 

There was good news from 
Mr Norton on the work of 
Spastics Shops. From 55 shops 
at the beginning of last year, 
he said, it was planned to 
expand to 120 shops at the 
end of this financial year. 
While the number of shops 
operating would be doubled 
it was hoped that gross sales 
would be trebled. Already, 
said Mr Norton, more than 10 
shops had annual gross in- 
comes of over £6,000, and he 
was confident that when he 
reported again next year, 
several more will have moved 
into ‘the major turnover 
league.’ 

After showing the delegates 
the pictures of personnel in his 
Division during the address, 
Mr Norton said that every 
head of department was con- 
stantly examining ways, of 
expanding productivity and of 
sharpening up professionalism. 
It was the policy of the 
Division to look at new tech- 
niques of concentrated fund- 
Taising operations and adver- 
tising themes, and they were 
also considering new activities 
in the leisure industry field. 

But, warned Mr Norton, 
there was no magic wand that 
could be waved to produce a 
cornucopia of wealth for the 
Society. Future income which 
would be the foundation of 
expansion must come from co- 
operation and still further 
effort. 


Dorset, 


MR H. W. PALMER, who recently re 
Chairman of the Society, in conversation with Mr Ted 
Rhodes, Warden of Thorngrove Agricultural Centre, 


GROUP members discussing mutual problems are Mr H. T. Corben and Mr H. G. 


SPASTICS NEWS 7 


pe 


Chappell, of Portsmouth; Mr D. J. Ashcroft, of Brighton; and Mr J. E. B. Coates, of 
East Sussex. It was a red letter day for Mr Chappell and Mr Ashcroft as both were 


| succesful candidates in the Executive Council election. 


The future? It will 


be 


difficult but exciting 


“THE Spastics Society has 
a difficult future, but I am 
quite sure it has an excit- 
ing one, declared Mr 
Derek Lancaster-Gaye, the 
Society's Director of 
Resources, when he gave a 
talk on the work of his 
Division at the AGM. 


He detailed some of the 
plans for new services for spas- 
tics which were being planned 
by the Society. 

Employment: He said it was 
‘astonishing’ that in this day 
and age when Britain could 
engage in so many areas of 


Derek Lancaster-Gaye 


considerable scientific achieve- 
ment we should still find it 
difficult to find ways and 
means of finding jobs for 
severely disabled people. The 
Society was conducting 
research into ways of employ- 
ing people with specific disa- 
bilities. 

Communication: A com- 
munication resources section 
had been set up which it was 
hoped would bring alive the 
activities of the Society, and in 
addition a close look was being 
taken at publications, particu- 


<< SN 


tired as a Vice- 


larly those aimed at parents 
and disabled people. 
Training: The activities of 
the Society’s Castle Priory Staff 
Training College would be 


extended. ‘It is almost im- 
possible to assess the return 
on money which you invest in 
training because there is no 
yardstick by which you can 
measure it, but we reckon the 
money is well spent.’ 

Life in the community: The 
Society was looking at the 
possibility of developing more 
housing in which disabled 
people could find the environ- 
mental facilities, the aids and 
appliances and the understand- 
ing to enable them to live 
within the normal community. 


After school 


The over-l6s: The Mel- 
dreth Manor school for physi- 
cally and mentally handicapped 
children had been a success, 
but the Society was concerned 
with what happened to the 
pupils when they left, and to 
others of the same age group 
who had no facilities available 
to them. Services to meet 
their needs were on the plan- 
ning schedule. 


Work Centres: The Society 
and the local groups had set 
up a large number of work 
centres for  spastics, ‘but 
astonishing if you stop to think 
of it, we have always assumed 
that if you are disabled and 
you need employment then 
you shall do manual work.’ 
Now the Society was studying 
the question of. providing 
intellectual work for the dis- 
abled. 


Residential care: ‘Are we 
offering the residents in our 


centres the quality of life te 
which they are entitled; are 
they participating in the activi- 
ties that we provide, and are 
there ways and means in which 
we can improve their lot?? 
These were questions concern 
ing the Society, which was 
determined to see that it was 
doing everything possible to 


enrich the lives of the resi- 
dents. 


Mr Lancaster-Gaye told 
delegates that many of the 
plans were in the advanced 
Stage, and he was quite sure 
that they would be achieved, 
But he warned that this year it 
Was going to cost £13 million 
to meet their deficit of running 
the schools and centres, and in 
five years time that figure could 
be £13 million unless certain 
steps were taken. Earlier he 
had said that the Society was 
faced with the ‘enormity of 
the problem’ of rising prices 
on its services to spastics at a 
time when it was trying to 
extend them, Local authori- 
ties were faced with the same 
problems of inflation, and 
would be less able to afford 
to achieve the services that the 
Society had pressed them to 
provide. 

Mr Lancaster-Gaye con« 
cluded with the belief that 
though the future was 
‘gloomy, tough and difficult,* 
there was still a lot of work 
to be done for the disabled, 
and he was quite sure that the 
Society would continue its 


pioneering role and achieve 
the exciting new developments, 
Unless it went on doing excit« 
ing work, it would lose the 
enthusiasm and support of the 
general public. 
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support to 
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cause 
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UNWIN 


The Quiklok Clearface Clamp 


The safe way to secure 
trolley stretchers and 
wheelchairs in 

vehicles, simple to lock, 
quick to release. 
Standard lengths 12in 
and I4in, 


C. N. UNWIN LTD 
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For all Building and Plumbing 
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(BUILDERS MERCHANTS) LTD 


Specialists in BRICKS, PLASTERS and 
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CLAY CROSS 


GROUP OF COMPANIES 


137 Years of Local Industrial Leadership 


® Spun Iron Pipes 

® Pipe Joints and Castings 

® Spun Concrete Pipes, Fluorspar 
® Gravel and Sand 

® And Horticultural Compost 


The Clay Cross Company Ltd 


and Associated Companies 
Clay Cross, Chesterfield, Derbyshire $45 9NG. Chesterfield 
862151 


P. MOLLOY — 
& CO. LTD. 


24 hour & 


Civil Engineers 


Demolition and Site 
Clearance Contractors 


Open to British Rail Enquiries 
throughout Great Britain 


731 ASHTON NEW ROAD, 
CLAYTON M11 4GR 
Telephone: 061-223 7811/2 


Service 


A triangle of service in the Black Country 


BEARINGS DARLASTON 


5 W’TON ST, DARLASTON 021-526 3414 


LYE BEARINGS LTD. 


STOURBRIDGE RD, LYE, LYE 3301-2 


BEARINGS (B’HAM) LTD. 


PENN ST, B4 7RZ. 021-359 6331 
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Other WYKO Branches: Sheffield Bearings, Stockport Bearings, Bearings 
Teesside, Manchester Bearings, Liverpool Bearings, Swansea Bearings, 
Wyko Bearings (London), Glasgow Bearings. 


THE HOOPRO GROUP 


HOOPER ENGINEERING PRODUCTS LTD 
HOOPRO GAUGES LTD e RENWELD LTD 
MANORFACTURES LTD ® KENTISH ELECTRIC CO 
WARLEY ELECTRONIC DEVELOPMENTS LTD 


® Pressed Steel Adaptable Boxes 

® Conduit Fittings, Specialist Cases and Cabinets 
® Pressure Gauges, Turned Parts 

® Heavy and Light Steel Fabrications 

® Non-Ferrous and Stainless Steel Welding 

® Boiler Manufacturers 

® Electric Shaver Sockets 

® Electronic Development and Production Work 


Head Office: Nelson Street, Oldbury, Warley 


Worcestershire B69 4NY 
Telephone 021-552 2835 021-552 2918 021-552 3463 
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Find a bargain 
and helpa | 
worthy cause 
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_ Professor was 


AGM speaker 


of Christmas cards and 


going if enough donations of 
really good clothing and other 


PROFESSOR Paul Polani, 4 


| Fellow of the Royal Society, 


BUY from shops run by The Spastics Society | 
and you can get some fantastic bargains at the | 
same time as helping a good cause. Although | 
the range of goods varies with the area, all | 
Spastics Shops sell good secondhand clothing, 
Tear goods, jewellery and all manner of : ms 
‘ee ar also example, one couple furnished roid to take their places at the AGM ae from left to right, Mr J. L. N. Coombes, 
sell a variety of new goods their house for £20, and a C ceil i = mast eee saat Sere vies . fat ee ™ Mr G. 
Goch as tishte jewellery, 2s Se ee ea sneered and local group representatives Mrs J. M. Williams, Urmston, Mr G, me 
ee le en wee te ee bare k iams, Monmouthshire; and Mr G. F. Howard, of Norfolk and Norwich. 4 
lamps, etc, and this year price of £35. ASE See ) ‘ 
there is an attractive range Spastics Shops can only keep = 


decorations at amazingly 
low prices. For instance, 
packets containing either 
six, eight or 10 cards are 
only 15p a packet; and 
there are boxes of 20 cards 
at 30p and boxes of 35 


items are received. Some of 
the things which have been 
donated in the past, however, 
have presented certain prob- 
lems. For instance, someone 
once handed in a live peacock 


MRS JOYCE SMITH has 
become The Spastics Society’s 


| and Prince Philip Professor of 
| Paediatric 


Research at the 
University of London, was the 
guest speaker at the Society's 
Annual General Meeting. 


d 35 —which was found a good | first ever woman vice-chair- During an informative 
“Sue at 3 »p- i : ae The Spastics Society man. The Executive Council | address which was of vital 
e Spastics Society is confi- opes that, when reader’s are | elected her to the position on | interest, particularly to the 


dent that all its shops offer 
superb value for money. For 


clearing out attics, they will 
remember the shops. 


BELL BROS. 
(Pudsey) LTD. 


GREEN LANE - PUDSEY - YORKSHIRE 


@ Control Cabinet 
Manufacturers 


@ Ventilation Engineers 
@ General Sheet Metal 


Workers 


TELEPHONE PUDSEY 5715 (3 LINES) 


READING 
GARAGE 


READING GARAGE LTD, PENTA HOUSE 
BASINGSTOKE ROAD, READING 


Tel: 0734 85151 Telex: 848122 


@ 


CHRYSLER MAIN DEALER 


When Cosmetics 
are no longer enough 


the day of the AGM, and she 
fills the vacancy created by the 
resignation of Mr H. W. 
Palmer on medical advice. 

Mrs Smith, who is Chair- 
man of the Salisbury and Dis- 
trict Spastics Association (she 
is pictured on page 1), has 
been a member of the Execu- 
tive Council since 1971, and 
sits on many of the Society’s 
other committees in addition 
to public work in her own 
area. 

Here fellow vice-chairman is 
Mr Alex Moira, a founder- 
member of The _ Spastics 
Society. Also re-elected were 
Mr Dorrien Belson as Chair- 
man of the Society, and Mr 
John Grenier as hon trea- 
surer. 

There was a keen election at 
the AGM for the five vacan- 
cies on the Executive Council, 
with nine candidates nomin- 
ated. The -successful candi- 
dates were Mrs Smith, Mr 
Moira, Mr Grenier (all re- 
elected), Mr Derek Ashcroft, 
a school teacher, and member 
of the executive committee of 
the Brighton, Hove and Dis- 
trict Spastics Society, and Mr 
Hedley Chappell, a senior lec- 
turer in biology, and executive 
committee member of the 
Portsmouth and District Spas- 
tics Society. Both are parents 
of spastics. 

The number of candidates 
for the Executive Council 
election was a very healthy 
indication of the vitality in 
the Society, said Mr Belson, 


Prize for 
litter 
drive 


THE 1,000 girls and boys of 
Farnham Heath End Secondary 
Modern School at Farnham in 
Surrey have won a portable 
television set which was pre- 
sented by Rediffusion on Mon- 
day, December 2. The tele- 
vision set is first prize for the 
most original fund-raising idea 


SORTING out the votes for the candidates for the Execu- 
tive Council elections are, from left to right, Mr Alan 
King, the Society’s Assistant Director, Finance; Mr Tony 
Diamond, the Society’s new Secretary; Mr Reg Cumplen, 
who is retiring this year as Secretary; and Mr T. White, 


the Society’s insurance officer. 


| fessor 


| parents of spastics among the 


delegates, Professor Polani dis- 
cussed the origins of cerebral 
palsy and aspects of current 


| research on developmental! dise 
orders, or birth defects. 


In his vote of thanks to Pros 


| fessor Polani, Mr Alex Moira, 
| a vice-chairman of the Societys 


described him as a scientist 
and doctor of great calibre, 


| and added that while the his 


tory of medical science was 
full of ‘gritty characters, Pro- 
Polani was ‘a very 
charming and modest person 


| im every way.’ 
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INCO PRODUCTS give allincontinent patients both young and old the confidence 
| required to lead as normal a life as possible. 


| INCO GARMENTS - this washable garment is suitable for all ages of both 
sexes, being available in seven sizes (24”’— 58” hips) Two new larger sizes are 


and free from most Local Health Authorities. 
INCO ROLL - 
required length. -. -. 


now availabie- New waist tapes have been added for greater comfort and 
convenience when changing the liner. Inco Garments are available from chemists | 


an absorbent disposable liner in roll form which.can be cut to any 


INCO UNDERPADS highly absorbent protective pads with a new soft facing. 


= in the National Schools 
Pays Sad Re Available in two sizes 16/4”"x 24” and 30” x 24’ through most local Authorities. 
iar L A scientific, successtur approach ater ror mame The 16/2’ x 24” underpad can also be bought from chemists.in packets of ten. 
: ey to skin problems of the over- sponsored litter drive. =A i 


thirties. W-5 tablets contain a unique serum which acts 
from within upon the skin-cells to stimulate their powers 


spokesman for the pupils said: 
‘There is a disgusting area of 


woodland near the school 
of self-renewal. Thus, by a natural process, a clearer, a eatin ua the Chass We 
Jovelier, younger-looking skin can be achieved. More cleared this of litter, paper, 
effective than external applications, long-lasting results cans, dead wood, brambles, 
and safe, containing no hormones. Used for many years and so on, moving in the 


by beautiful women the world over. Write now for free 


booklet, “The Problem of Ageing Skin.” 


” Dept. SN MILESDEN Ltd. 


P.O. Box 24, Walton-on-Thames, Surrey. 


also freed a 
should help drainage of the | 
bs 


process seyen tons of metal 
including old motor bikes. The 
council took away all rubbish 
that we could not burn. We 
stream which 


areca, 


WITH the Christmas holi- 
days looming ahead, there 
comes the recurrent prob- 
lem faced by many parents 
of spastic children of how 
to keep their offspring 
occupied when there is no 
school. Severely handi- 

- capped children often find 
it more difficult to amuse 
themselves than able- 
bodied youngsters, and 
many mothers find school 
holidays something of a 
strain. 

Several local groups of The 
Spastics Society are attempting 
to find a solution by providing 
holiday play groups either in 
Special School buildings or in 
some suitable hall. 
chiefly run by volunteers, 
generally teenagers from local 
schools, and provide an oppor- 
tunity for mothers to go shop- 
ping, have a hair-do or visit 
friends on her own. 

The Sale, Altrincham and 
District Spastics Society also 
provide a  fortnight’s  resi- 
dential care out of term-time, 
so that families could stay 


These are | 


| towards 


right away from home, know- 
ing their handicapped children 
were in good hands. 


The success of this venture 
has encouraged the group to 
plan a short-stay centre which 
would be open throughout the 
year. When completed it will 
be able to accommodate up to 
25 children of all handicaps. 
Tt will be run by fully quali- 
fied nurses and other staff, 


assisted by the invaluable 
volunteers. 
Home aid 


THE proceeds of an autumn 


fair held by Bolton and Dis- . 


trict Spastics Society amounted 
to £726. The money will help 
the group’s newly- 
completed short stay home 
which will open its doors in 
the near future to accommo- 
date five residents at a time. 


for modern building 


Stramit Limited, Eye, Suffolk. 
Telephone Diss 2821 


Branches in... 


BOREHAM WOOD 
CHESHAM, 
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ELTHAM 
HARROW 
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NORWICH 
DAVENTRY 
MELTON MOWBRAY 
STAMFORD 
LIVERPOOL AND 
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Groups help with | 
holiday care 
problems 


dents to move 


PETER JORDAN, Head of Appeals Projects for The 
Spastics Society, receives the two ‘Highly Commended’ 
certificates from racing driver Graham Hill during the 
BDMAA prizegiving ceremony at the Royal Lancaster 


Hotel. 


Society has winning ways” 
with appeals 
for funds 


New centre opens 
at Harpenden 


TWO married couples 
were among the first resi- 
into the 
Harpenden Adult House 
Unit, in Salisbury Avenue, 
Harpenden, at the end of 
November. Eventually 
there will be a total of 26 
severely handicapped resi- 
dents at the new centre. 
The residents live in 


| groups of six, and each 
| group has its own bath- 


room and lounge. There 
are individual bedrooms 
and sitting rooms, and a 
number of other communal 
facilities. 

Staff includes a warden, a 


| housekeeper, two resident care 


staff and a cook. There are 
also non-resident care staff, a 
driver and a gardener-handy- 


} man, 


Quiet area 


The house is in a quiet resi- 
dential area of Harpenden. 
Originally The Spastics Society 
bought two houses to convert, 


| but one of them was in poor 


condition and was demolished. 
The remaining house has been 
extended, but special attention 
has been paid to making sure 
the development fits in with its 


| surroundings. 


AA Ly S 


Residents at the centre will 
work at the Abbotts Langley 
Work Centre, which the 
Society is building in the 
grounds of Leavesden Hospital. 
This should be ready early in 
the New Year, and will pro- 
vide a variety of light engineer- 
ing, packaging and assembly 


The Shopping Centre for all the Family 
READING’S CHRISTMAS STORE 


Credit Facilities 


Customers’ Car Park 


Free Delivery 


59-65 LONDON ST. READING 
TELEPHONE 55205/6 


work. 

Another 10 spastics from the 
north Watford area will also 
work at this centre, together 
with about a dozen mentally 
and physically handicapped 
spastics from Leayesden Hos- 
pital. 


Total cost of the new centre 
is about £180,000. Residents 
will pay £8 per week from their 
Social Security, and sponsoring 
local authorities will pay fees. 

But these contributions will 
by no means cover the cost of 
running and maintaining the 
centre, which will be borne by 
the Society. 


campaign, showing continuity, 


THE Spastics Society’s 
fund-raising campaigns not 
only bring in the money, 
they win certificates as 
well. The Society was run- 
ner-up in two sections of a 
competition organised by 
the British Direct - Mail 
Advertising Association, 
competing against some of 
Britain’s leading com- 
mercial organisations, 
backed by powerful adver- 
tising agencies. 

Entries were based on 
the Society’s appeals cam- 
paigns for 1973 when a 
progress report was sent to 
all donors to the previous 
year’s Early Treatment 
appeal. This had concen- 
trated on making the public 
aware of the need to estab- 


| lish more day centres for 


early assessment and 
skilled treatment of cere- 
bral palsy. 

The 1973 follow-up gave 
details of new centres estab- 
lished since the original appeal 
and asked for further help to 
complete the project. 

Details of the campaigns 
were submitted for both the 
Arthur Chadwick Cup and the 
Cope Martin Award in the 
BDMAA competition. The 
cup is awarded for the best 
direct mail campaign of not 
less than three mailings to the 
same list. The judges looked 
for evidence of a well-planned 


EVERY TYPE IN STOCK 
ALL SIZES AVAILABLE 
VARIOUS QUALITIES 
INSTALLATION — REMOVALS 


Are your possessions 


SAFE ? 


DOVETAIL SECURITIES 
Lock & Safe Co Ltd 


Dovetail House 
2 Springfield Rd Harrow 
Middx. 01-427 1122 


Members of Master Locksmiths Assoc. 


6 Lees Parade Uxbridge 
Road Hillingdon Middx. 
Uxbridge 53551 


Kathy Ellis, who is Peter. 
Jordan’s assistant, proudly 
holds up one of the ‘Highly | 
Commended’ certificates 
won by the Society. 


progression, impact and appro- | 
priateness of the message. } 
The Cope Martin award’ 
was given for the best single) 
piece of direct mail copy, 
taking into account how the } 
copy fitted into its setting and 
whether it was likely to be read | 
or not. 3 
The Society’s work was~ 
highly commended in both. 
sections. ) 
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Rowley Regis 
BUILDING SOCIETY 


Acknowledges the excellent work 
carried out by 
The Spastics Society 
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DAVID CHARLES ESTATES LIMITED, 
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64 Welsh Row, Nantwich, Cheshire, meleruone eee 
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50 hospitals 
like the way 
sul nace ||. 


. Niagara is virtually massage in its most highly developed form, 
Tel. Reading 91747 acacia units have been purchased for use in over 50 
hospitals in the United Kingdom. 
Like you, Niagara is concerned with relieving pain: 
(In fact, we are continually allocating substantial sums for 
medical research.) Like you, we are concerned with making 
people happy. Which is a nice thought to end on, 
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251 Vauxhall Bridge Road, London SWIV¥ THG 
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tees and diese 
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24-Hour answering service 


time. and 
precision 


engineering co lid, 


Time and Precision Engineering Co Ltd was incorporated in 1963 to 
tf proaute special purpose machines, mechanical aids, ane instruments for 
production and development wo 
j Jigs, Moulds, Press oie and Gauges can be Salaied and manufactured 
_ te customers’ So alae and precision components of many kinds 

achined in a variety of materials, 
The Company is eaunily “interested in tendering for one component or 
f several thousands. 
_ Now im new premises at elie ree se conn can offer an 
/ even wider service — including Jig Bor er machines, Auto 
Capstan: and Copy Turning — Bing: ia esi. Se roeiea Milling and Plastic 
Fe Injection Moulding. 


Forge Lane Tool and Engineering 
(Cradley) Ltd 


DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE OF PRESS 
TOOLING JiGS AND FIXTURES 
GENERAL MACHINING, JIG BORING, ETC 
Forge Lane—Cradley Heath—Warley—W orcs 
Telephone: Cradley Heath 67568/9 


Cryomedical Instruments for the controlled 
destruction of diseased tissues, 

Trials and Technical Services for aerial and 

astro communications, 


ne The Comp any has ne acquired the sole European Agency and manu- 
, facturing | rights for ni-Slide’ assemblies, a system of light weight 
mecha anical lide Seeeabites for use in SOnlUnesion with instruments and 


> machine 
Road, Daneshill East, Basingstoke 
ire. Pst slab Basingstoke 28428 
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Hopes for 
£6,000 from 


Tesco card 
scheme 


IN the season of goodwill 
when shoppers are looking 
for good value and a good 
deed, Tesco appear to have 
just the right combination 
with their new range of 
Christmas cards. For they 
are not only keenly priced 
but every one purchased 
will help spastics—eventu- 
ally to the tune of thous- 


ands of pounds. 

The Tesco scheme, which is 
organised in conjunction with 
The “Spastics Society, has 


proved very successful. 
It works quite simply. Tesco 
buy their own cards straight 


from the printers and The 
Spastics Society then receives 
an agreed cash percentage of 
the sales. The scheme has 
raised nearly £20,000 since it 
started in 1970, and this year 
Tesco predict they will be 
selling 17 million cards and 
the Society could benefit by an 
additional £6,000 to their 
funds. 

The new range of Tesco 
Christmas Cards is available 
in nearly 800 of their stores. 
There is a choice of three 
packs ranging in price from 
15p to 27p. Both cards and 
boxes include the wording 
{Purchased in aid of spastics,’ 


Raising funds the 


MRS JOAN HYDE setting 
out on a shopping trip in 
her invalid carriage, safe in 
the knowledge that © it 
won't be taken away from 
her. 

Picture by courtesy of 

Huddersfield Examiner. 


Relief 


after no 
job, no 


IT was a case of all’s well 
that ends well for Mrs Joan 
Hyde, of Penistone, York- 
shire, last month. 

Problems set in for Mrs 
Hyde, who is a severely handi- 
capped spastic, about a year 
ago, when the vinegar brewery 
for which she worked, closed 
down. Although she is regis- 
tered disabled, no new job 
could be found for her. 

Because of this, the local 
health authority decided that 


she no longer qualified for her . 


invalid carriage. They said 
they only had a limited num- 
ber of carriages, and Mrs 
Hyde’s was issued specifically 
so she could get to work and 
back. 

The thought of losing her 
car became particularly 
troublesome for Mrs Hyde a 
few months ago after her hus- 
band died. It then became her 
only means of getting about. 
Without it, she claimed, she 
would be confined to her house. 

But after an appeal to the 
local council, it was decided 
that she could keep her car 
after all. ‘I am over the moon 
with relief,’ she said. 


convivial way 


‘DRINK no longer water, but 
use a little wine for thy 
stomach’s sake and thine often 
infirmities” it says in the 
Bible. And last month nearly 
150 Spastics Society supporters 
religiously applied themselves 
to this dictum, and raised 
nearly - £1,000 towards the 
Society’s funds. 

They were attending a wine 
tasting at the Skinners’ Hall, 
in the City of London, and the 
event was so successful that it 
could well become an: annual 
one; - 


Host for the event was the 
Duke of Rutland, who is Vice- 
President of the Society. , 

The guests all paid £5 to 
tipple and taste such . exotic 
little numbers as Chateau St 
Andre-Corbin, Schloss Bockel- 
heimer and Macon  Prissé 
among many others. The wines 
were supplied by three mer- 
chants, Berry Bros and Rudd 
Ltd, Corney and Barrow Ltd, 
and Justerini and Brooks. Ltd. 

Although most of the 
receipts came from entrance 
money, £176 was raised by a 
competition. And the winner 
of the major prize—12 bottles 
of wine—gave it back to be 
auctioned and raise £60. 


A further £200 came from a 
persuasive insurance broker by 
way of contributions from 


Lloyd’s fraternity. 


The Society’s Senior Appeals 
Development Officer, Mr 
Christopher Robinson, was 
particularly pleased with the 
event. He said, ‘We attracted 
nearly £1,300 for an outlay of 
£330, which shows a 75 per 
cent retention, 
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More help 
for schools 


NORTH Heaton Sports Club, 
Northumberland, recently held 
its own ‘Spastics Week,’ to 
raise money for the Percy 
Hedley School, Newcastle. 


A MICHAELMAS Fair held 
by the Welwyn Garden City 
and District Spastics Society 
raised £800. This included over 
£300 from a raffle, the prizes 
for which had all been bought 
with Green . Shield Stamps 
donated to the group. The 
money will be divided between 
various schools for spastic 
children. 


Sponsored Wombles 


Ge 


GIRL Guides dressed up as Wombles were amo 


ng the 500 schoolchildren wh 


LESLIE CROWTHER, 
with his TV ‘wife,’ Sylvia 
Syms, and George Sewell, 
recently visited The British 
Queen on a tour of pubs in 


South London to raise local 
support for the new centre 
for adult spastics at Cam- 
berwell, which is being 
built by the Stars Organi- 
sation for Spastics. 

The pub organised a 
competition on the evening 
which raised £105, and a 


Dont forget 
the date 


COLIN . MILBURN, 
Northampton cricketer 


the 

who 
fought back so bravely after 
sustaining serious eye injuries 
in a car crash a few years ago, 
joins the panel of distinguished 
judges who will decide on the 
1974 winner of the Special 
Achievement Award for 
Spastics. 

This is your last chance to 
nominate a candidate—closing 
date for entries SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 7. 


took part 


in a sponsored walk in aid of the Trengweath Spastics Centre, Plymouth. With some 
money still to come in from sponsors, the amount collected had reached £1,340, 
; _ Picture by courtesy of Western Morning News] as was feasible. 


cheque for this amount was 
presented to the SOS for 
the new centre. 

Picture shows, left to 
right, George Sewell, of 
TV’s ‘Special Branch’; Mrs 
R. Leicester, the landlord’s 
wife; Leslie Crowther; 
Steve Emerson, SOS mem- 
ber; Sylvia Syms; Mr R. 
Leicester, landlord of The 
British Queen, and Mr Bob 
Swan, a local building con- 
tractor and keen SOS 
supporter. 


—— ~ — 


DON’T vou dare touch my 
collecting boxes! This kit- 
ten found it an alarming 
responsibility to be left in 
charge of the cash during a 
fund-raising event in aid of 
spastics at the Top Rank 
Bingo and Social Club, 

Hackney Road, London. 

Picture by courtesy of 
David Field. 


Name change 
for Scottish 
Council 


THE Scottish Council for the 
Care of Spastics is changing its 
name. At its AGM in Novem- 
ber the Council decided to 
reduce the title to the Scottish 
Council for Spastics, subject to 
Government approval. 

The Director, Commander 
Archie Cameron, explained 
that after more than 28 years 
of caring for spastics, it was 
bound to be known that the 
organisation cared for them 
and would continue to do so. 
Also, the main purpose of the 
Council—like The  Spastics 
Society in England and 
Wales—was to integrate spas- 
tics within the community 
generally. The use of the 
word care suggested that spas- 
tics using the Council’s facili- 
ties were more or less with 
them for ever. That was far 
from the case. The idea was 
to enable them to move into 
the general community as soon 
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Spastic 
writers 
have new 
chance 
to shine 


GET out your typewriter; 
sharpen that pencil, find a pen 
and get your imaginations into 
working order, because the 
literary contest for spastics is 
on again, by popular demand, 
And don’t forget, if you find 
the actual typing or writing a 
bit too difficult, you can ask 
someone to write down your 
story, article or poetry for you, 
in your own words, 

The contest has developed 
into one of the most popular 
events of the year; almost as 
soon as one contest ends, we 
get inquiries about the next 
one, and a constant stream of 
requests for entry forms well 
in advance of the December 
Starting date. Every contest 
has a different panel of judges 
—all well-known journalists or 
writers themselves; and- with 
out exception they all comment 
on the quality of the entries. 

As before, the contest is 
divided into three main cate- 
gories—Schoolchildren up to 
16, Young Adults (17 to 25), 
and the Over 25’s. There is a 
special section for poetry—and 
this is for all ages. Once 
again Mrs Harold Wilson has 
agreed to judge the poetry—the 
fifth year she has undertaken 
this task. Mrs Wilson will 
also present the prizes at the 
reception for winners. 

There will be cash prizes for 
the best entries in each cate- 
gory—and you can choose your 
own subject to write about. 
The closing dats for entries is 
Friday, February 28 1975. 
Entry forms and full details 
from Mrs Nina Heycock, 88/89 
Queen’s Gate, South Kensing- 
ton, London SW7, who is 
organising the contest for The 
Spastics Society. 


Mini railway 
for Meldreth 


THE _ Society’s Meldreth 


Manor School in Hertford< 
shire will soon have a miniae 


ture railway running through - 


the grounds. The idea was 


sparked off when the Roy-. 


ston and District Model 


Engineering Society was look- _ 


ing for some land on which to 


build a track. It was felt that ~ 


the Meldreth pupils would 


benefit from this new interest f 
and the school offered part of 


one of its fields for the project, 
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